HIPAA: A golden opportunity for R.T.s.
As stated earlier, radiologic science professionals have long been engaged in the struggle for professional recognition. We must understand that this recognition will not simply be handed to us; we must actively pursue projects and activities that are recognized as professionally significant. Only through active participation will we accomplish our goal. HIPPA compliance is mandatory, and covered entities must comply by April 14, 2003. Radiologic technologists can enhance their professional status by taking the initiative to be leaders in this federally mandated compliance effort. Marie Curie once said, "Life is not easy for any of us. We must believe we are truly gifted and that this thing must be attained." Enhanced professional status can be attained only if we collectively pledge ourselves to attained it. Gaining enhanced professional status will not be an easy task. We must be willing to believe in our profession and ourselves. We must actively engage ourselves in high-profile, professionally significant activities if we are to achieve the stature we desire.